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The FORERUNNER to a further Anſwer (if negd be) to 


- two Books lately publiſhed againſt Tho. Grantham of Norwich : 
Wherein the Spirit and Temper of the Calvixiſts isdilcovered; * 


particularly Mr. Calviz, Mr. Finch, and his little Precurſor. 


EL To which i prefixed, 
The ſolid Teſtimony of Mr. George Wither againſt Calviniſm, 
i the worſt of DoCtrines. 


—_—_— 


— mm the City of Norwich. 


R. Georg? Wither, a Man of great Judgment in many things, and a faithful Moni- 
ror of the Engliſh Nation for many Years ; did, in the Year 1666, publiih ts 
Parallellogrammaton ; wherein he does much perſwade to Repentance and Bro- 


he confiders the Dotrine of the Calviniſts, in denying univerſal Redemprion, 
to be a very great Obſtruion thereunto. And thus he declares himſelf. 

<]will be. bold co aver —thart the brotherly Love and true Repentance, whereto I would 
© perſwade, will never be effeRually attain'd unto by them, which knowingly, premeditately, 
and wilfully perſevere in denying the aniverſal Redemption of Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ; ſeeing 
©rhereon depends God's moſt glorious Actribute; and in regard ir-is that for which we are 
* much more obliged ro him than all the reſt of his Creatures, he cannot bur be highly dif- 
© pleafed.with all thoſe who confine the extent of that Mercy. I know many in theſe Times 
* (ſome of them in other reſpeQts very good and learned Men) who think univerſal Redemp- 
*t10n to be a New Deftrine, terming ir Arminianiſm and Popery * bur iris neither new, nor re- 
* pugnant (as is pretended) to the Orthodox Dodrine of Eleftion and Reprobation, and the 
« free Grace of God; nor aſcribes cught more to Nature by the Conſequences thereof, than 
©rends to our juſtifying of God, and ro our ſelf-condemnation, if that which he hath given us 


©be nor husbanded according as he hath and doth enable, The holy Scriptures evidence tt 


© roalt who rightly underſtand chem. 

«So far is it from being. a Novelty, ( as ignorant Hearers are made to believe ) that ir was 
© received and profeſſed for a veceſſary Truth by the Churches of God in all Apes ſince Chriſt's 
« Birth, and contradicted by very few in the firſt Times of Chriſttanity : Yea, it was believed 
* many hundreds of Years before Arminizs was born,or Popery had any being in the World 3 
© and will be profefſed, when the Oppoſers and Traducers of that Verity ſhall be quite roored 
© out of the Evangelical Kingdom — Ic is the well-counterfeiting of Tructhand Holineſs which 
© muſt compleat che'Deſigns of Antichriſt ; and rhere is nor any one ſingle Hereſy or Wick- 
© edneſs, which doth fo ſecretly, and fo miſchievouſly ſupplant Chriſt ; ir undetmines the 
< Foundation of that Strufture which open Blaſphemies above-ground caanort endanger, and 
* hath already ſprung a Mine to the dividing of Latheraus and Calviniſts, rhar they will hardly 
© he reconciled until all Controverſies are at an end. 

© Lerus therefore conſider well whac depends upon itz; how much ir concerns the Glory 


_ *of God; how much he is diſhonoured by a'contrary Belief,and how much ir detras from 


© our own Privileges and Conſolations, God's Mercy is above all his Works. Ir is the Crown 


F'Y 


* and Dignity of che King of Kings, ag the higheſt of all Treaſous roclip ir, 
; | A N 


rherly-Love. . And obſerving ſome great Impediments to both, in p. 61, &%. - 1 


y 


x - , 

© A profeſſed denial of the univerſality of humane Redemption, ſeems to me a curſed Country. 
*Callol, made and ſung by Devils, in oppt1ition to that blefſed Nativity-Song which was ſung 
* by Angels ar the birch-of Chriſt, G:ory to God on High, on Earth Peace, and good Will to Men, 
* For how was God likely to be glorified, Peace to be upon Earth, and good Will to Men, 
* manifeſted by rhe Incarnation of his Son, 1f Man's Redemprion had nor been Univerſal 2 Bur 
ſo narrowed, that it extended to a very.fqwy, and thoſe ferv alto left withour aflurarice they 
« ere of that ſmall number, whatſoever they ſhould endeavour, if there ſhould be an Ex. 
©ception from the At of Grace, as, many farcy ? 

© Doubtlefs if it liad tccn fo, it would have given occaſion rather of howling than of iinping, 
* and been rather f:4 than g/2d Tidings, 1a regard of that greac Terror which mighc have 
Eſe3zed upon all Mankind, and cauſed an wuniverfal Lamentation, when they conſidered how 
© many millions of millions were cert-1nly expoſed ro everlaſting Damnation ; how ſmall a 
< number 12 poſibilicy ro be ſaved, and how few of thetr dearly beloved Parents, dren, 
© and Friends might be of theſe few, for whom Chriit cook upon 1m humane Pacure, © hor- 
© rjble pparalld Paſphemy | Burbletfed be God's Naime,tr 1s nut fo. When the Ch! 
© dren of. Ira! were redecmed out of their Egyptian Bondage, which was 2 Type of our : 1; 
© verſal Redemption, there was not orc Squl, no nor a Hoof lefc behind rhem 3 nor was one 361, 
© abſolutely excluded fromthe benefir of Carift's Incarnarion and Paſtion, but rhey on! whe 
© by their ov.nDefaults, and unrcpenrred Sin, ſhould fall away, as rhey au who periſhed in tr; 
£ Wildernels, For God hath many a time, upon ieveral Occaizons, pa ied his Word to atcer- 
©tain the Univerſality of his Love to Man without perſunal Reſpetrs, where perſonal Sins 
* without Repenrance, have not firſt made the Perſon uncapatiie. Nay. our Incredulity hath 
© pur him to his Oarh roatlure every Sinner. And it neverthelefs we till diſtruſt him, con- 
<tinue in our miz>clief of his Word and Oath, and labour to draiv ochers into the fame Crime. ; 
© ir cannot be 2nordinary Puniſhment which God will ar laſt infli& for ſo extraordinary anc! 


- *fo highan Affront; it being a Sin more hainous chan Murder, Adultery, and all other meer 


© carnal Sins par togerher 3 yea, more hainous than theſe the Jews commited by their Idola. 
« tries, killing the Prophets, and crucifying Chriſt inchc Fleſh 3 for the Iait was but a Sin a- 
6 oajnſt his Humanity, and rheir Idolatries bur the aſcriving ſome parc of thac Honour to che 
<Creatures, which was due to God only : Whereas the limiting God's univerſal Grace in 
« Chriſt with the concomitant Do&rines, and rhe Conſequences chence raiſcd, and che in- 
© puting ro God an eternal Reprobation of rhe greateſt parr of Mankind, before they had done 
© Good or Evil;. for thoſe Sins alſo which they blaſphemouſly ſay he necefticared chem ro com- 
© mit, to fhew his Juſtice, and manifeſt his harred co Sin, 15 a deſpotling God of his Divine Na- 
* ture, of his Goodneſs, and an aſcribing ynto him chat which belongs only ro the Devil, 

<O the Patience of God! : what can bt fo abominable ? They do nor only make Reproba- 
< tion older than the Father of it the Devil,bur make Go:l alſo che Aurhor of bis Wickedacfs, 
<jn neceflicating him to be a Devil, and conſequently Aurhor of all the Wickednefs commitr- 
© red by all the Devils in Hell, and all the wicked Men upon the Earth : which appears to me 
«fo horrible an Implety, that I wonder nor ro ſee the World ſo full of Plagues and Sins, and 
« Sins and Sinners become ſach Plagues to each other as they are. Nor can I believe here will 
c ever be leſs Plagues, where that Blaſphemy 1s profeſſed and indulged as Orthodox Podrine, 
cuntilit berepented of, Nor ſhall I marvel if my Words be miſunderſtood, and my good 
< Meaning miſinterpreted; if God's Word be ſo miſtaken, and his Love lo il}-rewarded, ] 
£ know the bitterneſs and: uncharirableneſs of their Spirits, who ſhall be obſtinate in this 
© Judgment, yet am neither afraid nor aſhamed tro declare my Conſcience therein or it 
« whatſoever elſe I think may concern God's Glory, and the Peace of my Country, 77.:: 


far Mr, Geo, Wither, 
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7 h. Forerunner 49 a further « 4» ſwer (if occaſion, ſerve) to two Books 
lately Publiſhed againſt ] ho. Grantham of Norwich. 


B:icly ſewing the Spirit and Temper of the Calviniſts, and particu- 
tarly of Mr. Finch and his Precarſer, &Cc. 


AT 9 Rt 08.” Ops . ATI 
1 1c&cancſs proceeaeth and cometh forth from the Wicked, as faith the 
ON | 
Provery of the Ancients, 1 Sam. 24, 13. 


N Pſal, 04. 20, this Queſtion is pur, Sha!l the T;rone of. Piquity have The Calviniſts make 
Hllwſhip with thee, which jramth WMiſchicf by a Law ? The Senſe of God to eſtablih all 
che place 1s, No jun thing can pleaſe God, &c. the miſchizv3us 4Ft- 

Now of all Miſchief, Sin is the worſt, and indeed the Cauſe/of ons of Mer and De- 
all che reſt. Ir muit cherefore be exceeding Evil, for ,any ro makefthe wils by ar waltera- 
Holy God the Ordainer and Commander ot a/! the Sins of Angels and In, ble Decree, ſo as 
and rhat freely, withour any Provocarion, and infallibly and unchangeably that -. they muſt be 
alſo, that chey muſt ever ſo com to paſs as he hath (not only ) fo ijten them, - done of neceſſity. 0 
bt ordained and commanded them, This is the DoQrine which I chictly horrible / 4 
oppoſed in my Dialogue. And though I have made this very manifeft- 
ly appear to be the Doftrine of the principal 'en of the Pres-yterian and Calviniſtical Per- 
ſwation, yer I will here add cone Paſſage more ovrt of Mr. Calui1,- In{t, L. 3. 6c. 24. St, 6, 


. where he boldly rells us, That God doth noxe otherwiſe foreſee the things that ſhall come to paſs, 


than becauſe be hath ordained they ſhall ſo come to paſs. It 1s vain to move Controverſy about Fore- 
h:awledg, where it 2s cirtain rather- by Ordinazce and Commangment, So then, ler the Aftion be 
never,ſo wicked, he makes it infallibly neceffar;, byyirtyue of God's Ordinance and Command- 
mc:t, Than which I do aver, nothing can be ſpoken more diſhonouravle ro God, nor more 
miichievous ro-Men. Yea, Z.rchi:t5 is as bold as Calvin, for he ſaith, Dams Repiovos nece/ſitat? 


£272 atque periere : That is, We grant th:t Reprobates are held ſo faſt under God's Almighty Decree, 
tat they cannot but fin and periſh, Theſe I call the worſt Do&rines in the World. 
And finding this wor ft of DodFrines to have much prevailed in theiCiry of Nerwich, T have 
endeavoured to make the Citizens ſeniible of the danger of ir, borh by Preaching and Wri- 
ting. For which Work and Labour of Love (and to rheir Souls efpecrally who are moſt de- 
ceived by ir) Thave been ill required by many Slanders and Reproachesz and particularly 
by a very fooliſh Pamphler, as a Forerunner to that Book of Mr, Finch, which he calls, Ar 
Anlwer to my Dialogue, { which ſcurritous Paniphler was publiſhed with his Privity and Allow- 
25ce, as I ſuppoſe Þ in both which, one great Detign 15, to diſgrace my Perſon by unſeemly 
Enithets, and very falſe Storics 3 and particularly for thit which I writ againſt Calvin for his 
Rage and Cruelty, in. procuring one Michal 'Serv#ts to be burnt to death ar Geneva, Anno! 
1553, Concerning which the Pamphlieteer calls Cavin, a renowied Man a Stay of the firit Mag- 
nitude; aud Seruetrs,an infamo:rs Wretch ; and my (elf, a pauitry groveting Fellow, And Mr. Finch 
calls me, a boiſterous quarrelſom Man, one that hath the Spirit of $2527, as a check and puniſh- 
mont todeſame ſuch a Man as Calvin 3 and to exrol Servers, an Aititrimtavian; and fays, I, 
have loft all Credit wid Eſt:en with all wiſe and %nowing Chriſtizns. Bur yer I hopeall wiſe and 
knowing Chriſtians will hear me ſpeak for what is Truth, aud fo for my ſelf alſo before they | 
condemn me. And, | : 
1, Wherein do I'defame Calvin 2 Tharhe did certainly procure the death of Servetus, a 
very learned Man, and of that exact Life, that noting 1s objected againſt him, rhough 4 


- T gubt he did err in ſome things 3 Iſa” bar Calvin did procure his Death, 1s p' he 


_— 


gin} | 3x 


4 
* Libenter fateor (in- faith, I freely confeſs the Accuſer came out from me, T hope at the leaft be 
quit Calvinus de ſe) ſhall be pit todeath*. 1 have not then defamed Calvin, unleſs Mr, 
ac prz me fero pro- Finch and his little Lawyer can juttify that cruel Attion ; as indeed , 
diſſe accuſarore, ſpe- they ſeem willing ſo to do, by approving Dr. Owes his Sentence, who 
ro capitale ſalcem fe- rells us, as Mr. Fizch quotes him, p. 115. Tyat Serverus 7s tve only 
ret judicium. Calv. Perſon in the World that he ever heard of, that ever died upo" the account of 
Ep. ad Farrel, Religion, in reference to whom the Zeal of them that pat him to death may 
y be acqnitted, And thus Mr. Finch, Dr. Owen, &c. have bathed their 
Hands in tlie Blood of poor Michael Servetus, Behold, and wonder | and wonder the more, 
becauſe neither of chem ever ſaw the Book which Servets died for, but take their Grounds 
from the Pens of his Murderers, who would not ſpeak the beſt of him you may be ſure. Bur, 
2. Wherein do I extol Servers ? I aid he wasa Learned and worthy Man, and piors, tho 
miſtaken in ſome things perhaps. And do I not call him Pio4s in conjunRion with Calvin ? 
Now TI concetye that in Charicy, I may hope many were pious Men, who did nor rightly 
underſtand the Myſtery of the Triniry. Yea, I have the charity to think, rhac Calvin was 
a pious Man, and yer I believe and know that he was very Erroneous in many things, and 
that he was. afteds by C4ir's Spiric, when he procured the Dearth of Servitus, who could 
not deny eicher the Father, Son, nor Holy Spirit, becauſe he held: true Baptiſm in the Name of all 
the Three ; though I fear his Sentiments were nar ſo clear as they ought to' Lave been con- 
cerning/rhe Unity of rheſe Three. And who can ſay that he fo fully knows this great and 
glorious Myſtery as he ought ro do? I amffar from juſtifying Servetzrs in his Error, yer I 
+ ory] they ought to have ſpared his Life, though rhey had Iaid ſome Reftrainr upon 
* him. .* 
3. Let us hear what Learned Proteſtants: have ſaid before me, in the Caſe of Ser. 
verus, | 
I. Grotizs, a Man that had but few Equals for Wiſdom and Moderation, tells us; Servetiss 
Libri non Geneve tantun, ſed in alits Locis, per Caluini diligentiam exuſti ſunt 3 fatior tamen 
-Bnirm me exemplum vidiſſe Librt Servetiani, in quo certe ea non yeperi que ts objicit Calvinus, Vot, pro 
'pdee, p.16. That 1s, By the Diligence of Calvin, all the Books of Serverus were not.only burnt at 
Geneva, but in other Plzces, Tet Thave ſeen one Copy of Serverus's Books,. in which truly I do 
rot find the Things woich Calvin does objecF againſt him. 
- And fairh Dr. Pierc?, ( a Learned and Able Miniſter of the Church of England ) © Servetiss 
*6/vas burnt at Geneva for leſs chan being a S0:4:4an, and who was not ſo bad as Mr. B. ( a 
*: Presbyterian ) hath laboured to fancy me. | 
And he tells us alſo, © That Oecolampadins ( a Learned Proteſtant) was offended at the 
+ $:'barbarity of the Sentence. Nor find I any thing ( ſaith he ) pretended againſt Serve- 
* 3:55, which was ſo highly bla{phemous, as to make God che Author or Cauſe of Sin. 
 * And how well Calvin could tell his own Tale, and how diligent he was in being the firſt 
« Informer of his Aﬀairs, we may gueſs by his Epiſtles, 164, 165, which he writ to the 
« Four Helvetian Cities for gaining Authority ro his new Device—for, let them ſay what 
« they pleaſe to leſſen rhe Guilt of thac Cruelty, yer they are Parties, and muſt nor ſo 
* eafily be heeded as other Men who are none. If Servetus his Books were ſo blaſphes. 
'% mous, why was Calzin ſo diligent in burning up the Impreſſion which he ſhould rather 
"* have preſerved, that Poſteriry might ſee ſome comperent Cauſe for ſuch a terrible Exe- 
.* cution? Yet, by the Providence of God, one or two of the Copics eſcap'd the Flames 
. * and we are aſſured, by peerleſs Grotizes, that in the Copy which he ſarv, he could nor 
« * find thoſe things which were objeRed by Mr. Caluin 5 what MelanQon wrote, it was meer- 
j* ly on ſuppoſition thar Calvir's Narrative was true. T1:45 far the Learned Pierce, 3 diſtive 
of Calyin's Crazlty againſt Seryerus, ; 
rare | 
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And by this we may perceive, how little Credit there 15 ro be given to Dr. Owen and e 
Mr. Finch, or his Little Precurſor, not one of them having ſcen the Book which they Con- 
deinn, bur receive their Information from them that were his Murderers, mo 
And grant that Servets did err in rhat great Myſtery of the | Trinity, yet mult he for f 
this be burnt ro death? Why then, Dr. Owen, Mr. Finch, and his Little Lawyer, would make |, 


' bloedy Work, even in England, where there are roo many who are as ErFoneous CONCErHh- 18 


ing that g'orious Myſtery, as Servetvs was, { the more 1s the pity ).; for ſecing they juſtify 4 
Calvin in that bloody AR, how can they refuſe doing the like, were it 1n their Power, . 


_ unleſs chey will come ſhort of that Zeal which they commend in Mr. Caiz4s *, By this p 
print of the Foor, we may bnow the ftatine of that Monſter of Perſecution, which did not rhe Law {| 


reſtrain, would appear.in too many . Profeiſors ar this Day. I ſpeak what I know by the 
Uſage I have met with inthis CKy, both from Profeſſors and Prophane., ' ; ” 
4. Now let us hear how famous Mc. Calvin was in the Judgment of ſome Learned and | 
Sober Proteſtants, Pn: | ; 
(1.) Heischought roterr-in the Myſtery of the Trinity as well as Servet#s, though per- 
haps not ſo much. Theſe are his words, ( ſpeaking of the Three Perſons, &c.) 4 If the. 
« Names haye not without cauſe been invented, we ought ro take heed, rhat 1n rejeAing ; 
« chem, webe not juſtly blamed of proud Preſumptuouſneſs. I would to God (ſays he) - 
« they were buried indeed; ſo that this Faith were agreed of all Men, char the Father, Son, 
«* and Holy Spirit, are one God; and yer the Father !s not che Son, nor the Holy Ghoft 
« the Son, bur diſtin& by certain Properries. Tſtitut. L. 1. c. 13. Se. 3. And this his 
Ties Proprietates, is obje&ed againſt him by ſome of che Learned Proreſtanrs. And I am 
of Opinion, ſhould I wrice of the Bleſſed Trinity as Mr. Calviz has done, Mr. Finch and his 


\ Forerunner would cry out Blaſpheny, 


(2.) He condemns the Antient Fathers, becauſe they were nor of his Mind in the Caſe of” 
IrreſpeRive Reprobaticn, bur hold, Thar there was Salvation for all Men through God's Mercy in 
the Gift of his So8, He brands them ( faith a Learned Proteſtant ) as Pelagianiſing in their ' 
Opinions. G 

"ow C3-) his radeneſs of Speech was intolerable : He called grear and good. Men by Titles 
unſeemly ; as Serpent, Peſt, Loſſe!, Foo!, Knauve, Devi!, filthy Daz, impudent Hangman, &c, 
And Bucer (a Learned Proteſtant ) calls him, Fratricide, a Marderer of his Brethyven, And 
Grotins ſays, He grew worſe and worſe , and that. Calvin's Diſciples are ſuch themſelves in Diſpo- 
ſition, as thiy m1k2 God to be In their In2ginations towards the greater part of Mankind. 

And truly this is too apparent in two of his Followers, I mean, the Little Precurſor and 
Mc. Finch, whoſe ſtudy has been corender me very odious, though I am ſure they know no 
Evil by me, more ( no nor ſo much ) as they know by rthemſeives. And yer thus I am 
repreſented by them, wiz. audaciorrs, impudent, turbulent, impetuous, imnertinent, ſcurrilous, 
prejudic'd Mechanich ; a Fool, deſpicable, wiſe Mr. Grantham, adeſþiſed Afan, Coxcomb, addle- 
Brain, dutl Kitching-pate, Clown, Blunderbuſs, diſſembling Prater, Brawler, b:Ulowing, hideous, 
bleat, thick-shuil Momus, one decreed to ſteal, wrangling Fellow, Dolt, pooy Fop, ſojt-pated 
Clod, Caviller, Brazen-jorenead, inconfaderate Fellow, gagling Gooſe, a quarreljoe boijtero:45 Man, 
one that has loſt all Credit and Eſtc:m wit! all wiſe and knowing Chriflizns that worſhip the Haly 
Trinity 3 one, like a Woman ſcolding and quarrelling in the Streets, one libe an iapertivent Wo- 
man, &c, So that I think theſe two Calviniſts have come near the pitch of their Maſter, 
And ſuch as will not ſpare Mens Reputation, are not co be cruſted-with cheie Lives, any more 
than Mr. Calvin. : : ; 

5. There is one thing which runs through Mr, F's Epiſtle and Book, an that is a talk of 
ſpecial diſcriminating Grace. As 1f God's Grace, which he gives to moſt Men, were of little 
uſe for them that have it; yea, of no uſe ar all, in reſpe& of Erernal Life. All charMr. #, 
allows that Grace to cfte&t for them in the other World, is only ro make xizcetr, Panuth- 


(6) 
ment /!ſs in #/, as you may ſee in 9. 18. of his Anſwerz which is a piece of as wofu! Di- 
vinity as ever was hcard ſurely, 

Reader, 1 humbly adviſe thee to take heed how thou receiveſt chefe DiRtates, and eſteem 
all ( even the leaſt Meaſure of Grace from Go4 } «© ve a ſpecial tavour, and ſuch as in ics 
Nature and EffeR (if it be all that be defign'd jor tie, ve it never fo little Y will ccreainly lead 
thee to Heaven, thou being a tairhful improver of ir, fivcerely, tough under many Infir- 
miries ; and this rhrough his own Geodnelts, in Ciriſt Jeſus our Lord, who gave himſclf a 
Ranſom for all ro be tettified in due time, 1 Tim. 2.6, ; 

(2.) Again obſerve, that theſe rerms, diirriiinuting Grace, &c. are not found in the 
Scripture 3 nor wiltly made uſe of to render tome of God's Grace not to be diſcriminating, 
( as they pleaſe to phraſe ir). We know God gives more Talents to ſome than he does to 
others, yet Grace 1s the ſame in Nature and Erhicacv, if improved, and to leave the Re 
ceiver under unpardonable Guilr if not improved, Mt. 25. and we ſhall only be accoun- 
table for what God gives ro each one, and for nv more z nor will he deal in ſeyeriry, bur 
where his Grace hath been contenined, 

C3.) Conſider chat very many ot thoſe who moſt talk of diſcriminating Grace, are 
greatly deſticure of chat tender Love which Pai! had tor them that rejefted Chriſt, Row, 


'9. I, 2, 3. & 10. 1, 2, 2. tutarefilled with hatred againſt all char oppoſe their Conceir of 


Wreſp:&ive Reprobation; being indeed fierce and of a crucl Diſpoſition, tull of Pafſion, quick- 


Ty angry, &c. . Theſe rhings T have found to be true ( God knows jt ) among: ſuch as pre- 


rend very high to diſcriminating Grace more than amongſt others : but I fear ir wili prove 
bur a ſpecial diſcrimigaring Concc it in rhe end to very many of chem, 

6. There is a great talk aiſo, both 1m his Epiſtle and Book, about God's abſolute Sove- 
raighty, As if becauſe he 13 fo, he might make Angels and Men on purpoſe to damn tiem 


*to Everlaſting Fire, without giving them ( at any time } any Means ſufficient to prevent 
' their DeſtruRien. To avoid this R6ck upon which they ofren ſpit themſelves, ler us con- 
-fider, Thar though God's Soveraignty 15 incomprehenſible, yer 1t 1s every way better borh 


in its Mercy and Juſtice, and in the exerciſe of both, than any Soveraignty thar Men do 
receive or Exerciſe under him. Now we know, that what Privce foever excrts his Sove- 
rain Power, to impole abſolute Impolivilities upon his SuvjeRs, and Dearh for non-per- 


formance, is a very cruel and unrighreous Prince 1n the exerciic of tina Soveratgrity, Such 


was Pharavh, Exod. g. condemned by God and Man, 
O how 1ll would it Þccome a Prince to cut oft the Feet of many of tis Subjects, and then 
Gibbet them alive; becaute they do nor run as well as tnofe whoſe Feer he fpared ? And 


' .. vet even thus do theie Calginiſts repreſent the moit mercitul Soveraign that ever was ; 


For they hold and teach, that God did freely and unchangeatly decree, preciſely ſuch a 
number cf -Angels and Men, Women and Infants, to be damned, and thar nſperl:bie Time, 
before there was either Angel or Man -created 3 ana this, not becaute God forclaw thzy 
would fin, and deſpiſe the Riches of bis Gooanzſs 3 bur_ie atlo ordained mem tiat they thould 
commir. ſo many Sins, - yea, all rhe Sins that rhey ever #1a!l or can commit, that fo he 
might glority the Soutraignty of his Fuſtice ( as they ſpeak) in tucht a voluntary and diimal 
deſtruRion of his Creatures, : 

7. Theſe things I made evident from the Learned Calvinifts own Pens, as alledged againſt 
them by their fellow Proteſtants; and Mr. Fc 15 fe far from anfwering them, thar he 
plainly tells you, he will not meddle with any of my Quorations, and yer he calls his Book 
an Anſwer to mine. He ſays alſo, he will not juſtify 2!! t 52 Phraſes of Learned and Godly Men 3 
and thus he will hold ro their Opinion, but not ro rhietr Phraſes, Rence he tkes not Dr, Col- 
lings's uiing the Phraſe, as if God did not ſeribuſly act, &c, when indeed ne mates the Caſe far 
worſe : for tho Peter tld rhe Jews, God ſent Chriſt ro them to blets them, in turning every 
ane of chem from. their Inquiries, Mr... tells you, 4: was ſar from Perer's meaning, P. w 


- _ 


- 


And when our Saviour bewails 17a:!,for noc knowing the things that belonged to their Peace 
Mr. F. tells us, Chrift 44 not weep for their Spiritual Peace, bur to prevent their Ruin by the 
Romans as if .Chrift did more render their Bodies, than their Souls : Ir ſeems he had or- 
diined the Devil ſhould lead rhem to Hell, hut for this Chriſt would not weep: as a Media- 
tor, bur he wept as Man only tor thar they ſhould be deſtroyed by the Romans, and yer, if 
you ſound him to the. botrom, it was #1fatlibly and vnchangeably degreed by Chriſt as God, 
that they ſhould be deſtroyed by the Romans, for he holds that God aid wnchangeably dere 
whatſaruey ores to pas, Ounwile Expotiter ! and thus does he abuſe moſt of the Texts which 
he meddles with, which {peak of God's Love ro Mankind univerſally, as every cazetful Rea- 
der may perceive: And very unworthily declares, That God hath many holy Ena's in affor%8 
the preaching of the Word 70 many, upou whom he never purpoſed nor intended to beſtow ſpecial and 
ſaving Grace, p.15, And what is this,*bur to tell the World, thar God meerly mocks the 
ogreateft parc of Men to whom the Goſpel is preached ? for whatever he ſpeaks by the Go- 
ſpel ro them, he never intended rhem any Salvation by it. And thus Mr. Fiz, and all ſuch 
Preachers as he is, -are mer Aypocrires, for they cannot intend any Salvation to all they preach 
unto, bur only to a very few, and c:cy know nor fo much as one of them, 

Nay, fo greedily docs he fancy that God will abfolurely damn rhe greateſt part of Man-. 
Lind ; thacke vail nat ſpare rhe poor dying Infants, bur caſt rhem into Hell alſo ; and his 
Reaſon is, Thar as Me: 10 bill the gong Cuis of Foxes and Wolves, tnongh they never yet aid any 
Miſchzt, fo God may, if ve pleat, glovity his Tuſtice upon [ifants, tnexgh they die in totir Irfan- 

, 22,39. And iiius cur gractous God 15 made more cruel to its Off- ſpring, ( for tuch is 
all Mankind, As 7.25.) than tne very Wolves and Foxes are to cheir young Ones, Ami 
wiar Is now become of riiat gracious Speech of Almizhry God, Plal. ra5. His tender Mer. 
2285 are over all his Works 2 Sure, damned Infants have no ſhare at a'l in his Mercy, no nor { 
mich as a Toad by a tnonſard degrees, O ye Fools, when will ye be wiſe ? Plal, 94.8. 

Mr. Finc)quarrels with the Title of my Book, and ſays, Wz read of Fob? th? Baytit, nat of 
Thomas the Bajtilt, But this only ſhews his weakneſs 3 I ipeak nor of Thamzs the Baptiſt, 1 
13rend by the Bapciſt, all char own the Dofrine and Bapriſm of Repentance for remilion of 
Sins, including 7obs the Baptiſt as the firſt Teacher of that Baptiſm, for. the m.mifetation of 
Criſt to Tjrasl, and that all Men trough hin might bilizu?, John 1. 7,31. This Dottrine Mr, 
Finch and the Presbyt--ians do oppoſe, both in che excent of this bietled O5jze& of Faith fox 
all Men, by narrowing 18 up to they know not who, and therefore preach they know nor 
whar. And alſo hy Sprinkling poor Infants { many times faſt alleep) in oppoticion to 70h; 
£12 Bapliſt, who baprized Repentanr Believers 1n che River, or where 2272 was much Water, 
Mark 1.17. John 3.23. Mr. Finch alſo quarrels my Office as a Meſſenger of the Baptized Chr 
ces, &c. Bur of thts I have given an account, 10 my Book 1aticuled, Cimſtianijmcs Primi- 
:tv15, ro which I refer the inquiſitive Reader, and remain, 


Norwich, 4 Friend and Servant to all Men, 
AUP.I 4. A 
1691, for Jcſus's ſake, 


THO.GRANTHUYM 


